
Lucasville Pond Retrofit Community Meeting (8/8/2022) 
Questions and Answers 

 

Number Question/Comment City’s Response 

1 Concern over trespassing and fishing – residents 
suggest not doing anything to entice these 
actions. 

The City changed the original location of the access road to address this concern. In 
addition, the aquatic bench which will be planted around the entire pond perimeter 
may also deter fishing. The City will also replace any old, faded signs to help deter 
trespassers.  

2 Concern regarding beavers destroying trees, 
including any newly planted trees. Residents 
suggest not planting new trees until the beaver 
issue is resolved. 

City staff have been working with both the Wellington HOA and Prince William County 
to identify the location of the beaver’s lodge. As of 8/11/2022, City staff have been 
unable to determine the location of the beaver’s lodge; however, it is likely that the 
beaver’s lodge is in Prince William County. The City will continue to work with the HOA 
and Prince William County to determine next steps. 

3 Multiple concerns over what will happen to 
wildlife (e.g., turtles, fish) living in the pond once 
the pond is dewatered for construction? 

The City has been in contact with a regional non-profit – the Wildlife Rescue League 
who has agreed to assist the City throughout this process. The City does not have any 
details on what this may entail at this time, but the City is conscientious of the wildlife 
and believes the Wildlife Rescue League will help us determine the next best steps. 

4 Concerns regarding how views will change for 
those residing in the neighboring townhomes. 
Residents do not want additional signs or trees 
blocking the view of the pond.  
 
Concerns regarding the aesthetics of the asphalt 
access road and cement forebay weir. Resident 
would like the City to consider alternatives to 
asphalt, or at least an alternative shade of 
asphalt. 

In regards to signs, the City’s Design and Construction Standards Manual (DCSM) states 
that “signs should be posted five (5) feet from the water’s edge warning individuals 
that they are not permitted in the wet area of any wet or dry pond. The sign should 
read as follows: Adjacent to all wet ponds ‘No Trespassing - No Swimming, No Wading, 
No Boating.’ These signs should be posted at least every 150 feet around each facility.” 
The City will replace old, faded signs in accordance with the DCSM.  
 
In regards to trees, the plan set only calls for new trees along the corner of Hastings 
Drive and Lucasville Road, not along the townhomes. 
 
Due to the added cost, the City is unable to utilize standard asphalt alternatives for this 
project. However, the City new landscaping (e.g., aquatic safety bench) will provide an 
improved aesthetic around the entire pond.  

5 Concerns over the floodplain – has a floodplain 
study been completed to ensure the townhomes 
will not be flooded.  

A floodplain study has been conducted and no changes to the floodplain will occur as a 
result of this project. As an additional note, the project is not increasing the amount of 
water entering the pond; instead the pond will hold more stormwater below the 
surface from the excavation. The water surface elevation and the dam elevation will 
remain the same.  

6 Is the water-line expected to remain the same? Yes, the water surface elevation and the dam elevation will remain the same. 
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7 Concern that wildlife (e.g., geese, turtles) will 
create holes in the wire mesh fence, similar to 
what has been done at the current fence. Is it 
possible to add animals holes every several feet 
or ensure the wire mesh does not go all the way 
to the ground to allow for wildlife to pass 
through? 

The City intends to follow the DCSM, which calls for a split rail fence with wire backing. 
Due to safety concerns, the City will leave the mesh as intended with the mindset that 
the wildlife will find a way to pass through.  

8 Is the sediment forebay deep?  The forebay will be about 7.5 feet deep, the main body of water will be 9 to 13 feet 
deep, and the wetland shelf will be 6-inches to 1-foot deep. 

9 Will the forebay collect trash? Are there any 
maintenance plans drafted to ensure it does not 
become a trash pond? Based on current 
practices, the residents are concerned about 
excessive trash build up. 

It is anticipated the forebay will make sediment and trash removal more efficient for 
the City. A maintenance plan will be part of the final plan set, and as part of the 
maintenance plan, the City will check the pond after heavy rain events. In addition, the 
City will also consider adding a feature to the end of the inflow pipes, such as an 
energy dissipater or nettings to the final design.  

10 In regards to the construction schedule, is it 
possible that the project will be delayed and 
stalled over the winter of 2023? 

The City does not anticipate this happening. The City’s anticipated start date of Spring 
2023 already includes a buffer in case there are any supply chain delays.   

11 Will the City continue to dye/treat our pond? 
 

Yes, the City has an annual service contract to treat the pond for algae that will 
continue after this project is completed.  

12 Will fountains be added to the pond? During the conceptual design for this project, the City looked into adding fountains. 
However, due to the cost of the fountains themselves, cost of adding a power source, 
and consistent maintenance issues with other City fountains, the City decided that 
bubblers were the most feasible solution. After the community meeting and further 
internal discussion, the City came to the same conclusion. However, these bubblers 
will discourage the formation of algae, add oxygen to the water, promote healthier 
fish, and clear murky or discolored water.  

13 How will the City ensure that the newly planted 
vegetation survives or will be replaced? 

There will be a one to two-year warranty from the company who does construction for 
all vegetation and trees.  

14 How will new wildlife be introduced back into the 
pond? 

The City has been in contact with a regional non-profit – the Wildlife Rescue League 
who has agreed to assist the City throughout this process. The City does not have any 
details on what this may entail at this time, but the City is conscientious of the wildlife 
and believes the Wildlife Rescue League will help us determine the next best steps. 
However, the City does not intend to stock the pond. 

 


